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ABSTRACT 

 
The Supplier Selection Problem (SSP) consists of analyzing and measuring the performance of a set 
of suppliers in order to rank and select them for improving the competitiveness of the whole supply 
system. As many conflicting factors should be taken into account in the analysis, the problem can be 
tackled using multi-criteria models and methods. In this work a careful scrutiny of the papers 
appeared on international scientific journals in the recent years about SSP is provided. The survey 
highlights that the most used methodology is the Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP). Thus, an 
overview view of the current proposals based on AHP and its variants to cope with the SSP is 
provided. Crucial aspects which arise when the methodology is actually applied in real cases are 
identified and discussed. 
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